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People often become blind to reality when they believe appearances. They fail to -
see past the surface appearance which they perceive to be true. This incompetence causes /
them to be oblivious to the masked truth. The characters in William Shakespeare’s
Othello demonstrate that they can only recognize the surface image, not the obscured g
facts. The inability to differentiate between fagades and truths causes people to think or
act according to the information they have, which usually leads them to suffer the l// _+_
consequences for their actions.

In Othello, both Othello and Cassio fail to recognize the lago’s evil nature behind
his friendly appearance. The protagonist in Othello, Othello, fails to realize lago’s true
nature. He consistently considers his ancient, Iago to be an honest man. However, lago
cannot be trusted as he confesses his actual opinions about Othello. He reveals his true
feelings when he says, “Were I the Moor, I would not be lago /In following him, I follow
but myself (1.i.54-55)...1 am not what I am” (11.62). lago clearly states that he is not who
he appears to be and admits that he only appears loyal to Othello to get his way. lago is a
manipulative and dishonest man as he professes that his loyalty to Othello is fake. lago
goes to the extent of telling an unsuspecting Brabantio, Desdemona’s father, about
Othello and Desdemona’s elopement proclaiming, 1 am one, sir, that comes to tell you
your daughter /and the Moor are making the beast with two backs™ (L.1.112-113). lago
betrays Othello by revealing Othello’s secret to Brabantio which demonstrates his hate

towards Othello. lago displays his hypocrisy by putting on a friendly appearance in front
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of Othello while, slandering him at the same time. Othello’s blind faith in lago is evident
when he leaves his wife, Desdemona, in lago’s care. He entrusts Desdemona to lago as
he says, “Honest lago, /My Desdemona I must leave to thee” (1.111.289-290). Othello has
complete faith in lago and he shows his trust by leaving his most valuable possession,
Desdemona, in lago’s hands. Even, Mr. Bradley, a renowned scholar agrees that it is not
surprising for Othello to trust Iago, “For his [Othello] opinion of lago was the opinion of
practically everyone who knew him: and that opinion was that Iago was betore all things
‘honest,” his very faults being those of excess in honesty” (Bradley, 192). Mr. Bradley
states that Othello '}:35 not the only one fooled by lago’s display of ‘honesty’. It is true v’
that lago manipulates almost everyone and that everyone believes that he is truthful. If
lago could fool everyone e]se)it is not astonishing that Othello would fall into his trap
too. Othello’s lieutenant, Cassio, also cannot recognize lago’s betrayal. lago even hates
Cassio and uses his deceitful ways to hurt Cassio. When he talks to Cassio he acts as
though he is one of his friends but, in reality, he puts on a friendly appearance in front of
Cassio to deceive him. When Cassio’s reputation and career is in jeopardy, lago cleverly
tells Othello that “Cassio did some little wrong to him...(ILiii.241)...Yet surely Cassio |
believe received /From him that fled some strange indignity, /Which patience could not
pass” (11.111.243-245). He makes it look like he is defending Cassio but, he still points the
finger at Cassio. Hnwever)it was lago himself who carefully cre;!tFQd a plan to ruin Cassio.
Although, Cassio trusts lago as he believes lago is honest and true. He states that he
“never knew /A Florentine more kind and honest™ (111.1.38-39). Cassio does not suspect
lago because he only sees lago as a compassionate and sincere friend. He does not see

that behind lago’s sincerity lies an evil and malicious nature. All in all, Cassio and L//

Othello cannot see lago’s evil disposition lurking behind his honest disguise.






